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.‘ Secular Trend of Height Variations in Iranian Population Born
between 1940 and 1984

AA Haghdoost', A Mirzazadeh’, *S Alikhani’

Height (cm)

<162.78 (P 1%)

162.78 - 163.04 (P 1-5%)

| 163.05 - 165.02 (P 5-10%)
| | 165.03 - 165.59 (P 10-25%)
165.60 - 165.98 (P 25-50%)
165.99 - 166.74 (P 50-75%)
I 166.75- 167.35 (P 75-90%)
B 167.36 - 167.53 (P 90-95%)
- 167.54 - 167.77 (P 95-99%)
B >167.77 (P 99%)

(P : Percentile of height between1980-84)

Fig. 2: Spatial distribution of height and its variation over five decades in Iran. (The height percentiles were calculated
from those born between 1980-84)
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Fig. 1: The trend of height in Iran classified by gender according to some prominent historical events
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Wakefield et al, lleal-lymphoid nodular
hyperplasia, non-specific colitis, and pervasive
developmental disorder in children

Lancet, February 1998
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" N Thrombolytic Therapy
Textbook/Review

Cumulative 0.5 1.0 2.0 Recommendations

Year  RCTs Pts ' ' . . ' ' ' . =
S| 2
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Professor Paul Knipschild has described

how Nobel prize winning biochemist Linus
Pauling used selective quotes from the
medical literature to "prove" his theory

that

Vitamin C helps you live longer
and feel better.
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Question components : PICO

 What types of
 What types of
 What types of
 What types of

Participants?
Interventions?
Comparisons?

Outcomes?
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In patients with type 1 diabetes mellitus,
IS subcutaneous insulin infusion
comparable with multiple insulin

Injections in glycemic control, diabetes
complications and quality of life?



. In patients with type 1 diabetes
mellitus,

1S subcutaneous insulin iInfusion

: comparable with multiple insulin
Injections

. In glycemic control, diabetes
complications and quality of life?
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Music for people with coronary heart
disease
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What are the effects of music on people
with coronary heart disease?



Vaccines for preventing smallpox

a9k Jlgw E
Is smallpox vaccine effective in preventing
the disease and inducing immunity?
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MEDLINE

= Electronic version of Index Medicus

= National Library of Medicine, USA

=" Numbers of Journals: around 5200 (updated May 2008)

= Bias: English Language, Strong American Bias

" Thesaurus: Uses Medical Subject Headings (MeSH)

= Subject Coverage: All Specialties of Medicine

= Materials Indexed: Letters, Editorials, Research Articles
= 60% of References contain Abstracts

= Update: Updated Monthly

= Type of Database: Bibliographic
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Dr. John Shaw Billings

m John Shaw Billings
(US Army general Surgeon)

m Founding Index Medicus.
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EMBASE

Electronic version of Excerpta Medica
Elsevier Science Publishers, Netherlands
Numbers of Journals: 3500

Bias: European in focus

Thesaurus: Uses own thesaurus (EMTREE)

Subject Coverage: No specific subject bias, Strong in
Pharmaceutical and Clinical Medicine

Materials Indexed: Letters, Editorials, Research Articles
Overlap with MEDLINE estimated at between 25 and
40%

m /5% of References contain Abstracts
m Update: Updated Weekly and is about 4 weeks behind
m Type of Database: Bibliographic
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Electronic version of Science Citation Index
Web of Science (Web of knowledge)
Numbers of Journals: 8700 in all sciences

Subject Coverage: Life sciences, clinical medicine,
animal & plant biology, biotechnology, agriculture,
environmental sciences, physics, chemistry, earth
sciences, mathematics, engineering, technology,
computer science

m Type of Database: Bibliographic
m Update: Updated Weekly

m Cited Search: Search on specific paper or author to see
who has cited that paper or author in journal articles.
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J Eval Clin Pract. 2007 Dec;13(6):920-9

Are the outcomes of clinical pathways evidence-based? A critical
appraisal of clinical pathway evaluation research.

AIM AND OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the validity of study outcomes of
published papers that report the effects of clinical pathways (CP).

Assessment of the methodological quality of the studies included
randomization, power analysis, selection bias, validity of outcome
Indicators, appropriateness of statistical tests, direct (matching) and
Indirect (statistical) control for confounders.

Using a quality-scoring assessment tool, 33% of the papers were
classified as of good quality, whereas 67% were classified as of low
quality. Of the studies, 10.4% controlled for confounding by matching
and 59.1% adopted parametric statistical tests without testing
variables on normal distribution. Differences in outcomes were not
always statistically tested. CONCLUSION: Readers should be
cautious when interpreting the results of clinical pathway evaluation
studies because of the confounding factors and sources of
contamination affecting the evidence-based validity of the outcomes.
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